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By  JAWES  M.  NAUGIsTON 

Dpc^llt  IqTIi#  New  VtJli  .Tli-nij  . 

WASHIN'TON,  June  Z^V.^n 
Nesscii,  the  White  House  pn  ?3 
Secretary' ’accuse^l  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  White  House  press 
corps  today  of;^‘blind,  ifiin^css, 
irrational  suspicion  and  cypi 
cism”  and  said  that  he  vvea 
thinking  of  ailterinig  the  foranat 
of  his'  daily-  news  briefings. 

The  denunciation  of  ttnidenti 
fied  reporters  followed  a  rela¬ 
tively  mild  clash  aL  Mr^  Nes 
sen’s  noontime  briefihg_over 
interpretationsL,  of  Pi^si^nt 
Ford’s  policy  on  the  use 
nuclear  weapons.  .  But  it  came 
after  several  weeks  of  increa« 
singly  hostile  .  cdnfrontatioiis 
between,  a  hamiful  of  the  50 
or  60  regular  White  House  cor¬ 
respondents  and  the  President’s 
spokesman'. 

“I  think  that  some 
here  are  too  quick  to  make 
unsubstantiated  charges  or  im 
plications  that  I  am  lying  or 
that  my  Credibility  has  been 
destroyed/’  Mr.  Nessen  said 


JiO..'  .1 


i-j  que-ti  .7i;;d  au'l,  t 
floi-'rfod  m  puBiic. 

'■  rhis  Prc-sidan*  ta:  i 

oirhe  for  tO  rporitb'!  hjyj,'' 
so’J  ii.i  ttu'  nricfa;n  to-Vy. 
tLiiik  that  is  mo:’;  than  -ano: 
time  for  this  blind,  mind!; 
Irratib.nal  suspicion  and  cyni¬ 
cism  and  distrust  to  evejjorate.” 

He  said  that  he  had  r.o; 
cleared  bis  remarkB  with  r»fr. 
Ford,  and  that  the  Ftcsldent 
had  “kidded”  hjm  about  .the 
briefing  conflicts. 

.  “If  these  briefings  are  going 
tofservie^thftipublic  and,  iii  fact, 
if  we  are  going  to  con^nue  to 
have-:briefings,an  their  present 
form,  I-  Wnk  the  atmosphere 
has  got  to  change,”  Mr.  Nessen 
said 

The  briefings,  a  stylteed  ritual 
that  often  produces  more  sound 
than  infqmatidn,' a^  regarded 
as  sacrosanct  by  seme  journal 
ists  who  report  on  the  White 
peoplefHouser-Several  of  them  asked 
Mr.  {tessen  today  if  he  was 
making  a  “threat”  to  abolish 
them. 

He  at  first  declined  to  an- 
swer.  later  said  that  he  was 
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from  notes  prepS^  before  the 
briefing. 

Door  Left  Open  ? 

He  said  later,  in  an  interview, 
at  he  nearly  resigned  three 


led  Mr.  Nessen  “a  liar,”  and 
}  others  asked  him  if  the 
lite  House  was^  engaged  in 
'cover-up”  of  alleged  plots 
the  Central  .  Intelligence 


Mr,  Nessen  4lso  left  open 


.I..n  M.ll  •PAKVMI-Qt*. 
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his  WhitCTNouse  post 
he  called  -  the  “poison-^; 
ous  atmosphere”  of  the  brief¬ 
ings  did  "not  abate. 

“I  only  have  pne  commodity,” 
ihe  told  the  interviewer.  “If 
!l  lose  my  credibility,  then  I 
do  have  to  go.”  . 

■  Mr:  Nessen  said'nbat^the 
President  “deserves  and  needs 
a  press  secretary  who  is  be 
J  satd'^^he^iiadiidp^ 
cided  against  resigning  ?fter 


onlyy^jonsidering  , ft,  change./ in 
procedure  and  ultimately  said, 
m  the  interview,  that  he  and 
his  aides  would  spend  the  com¬ 
ing  Weekend  at  Camp  David, 
the  Presidential^  retreat  in 
Maryland,  discussing  whether 
there  were  better  methods 
providing  information.  _  - 
“I  get  paid  to  go  out  there 
and  take  the  heat,”  He  said., 
But  I  also  get  paid .  to  go 
out  there  and  give  out  informa 
tion.^nd  that’s  not  happening.” 

Prc^Iccen^  Resigiied  - 

Mr.  Nesceii  was,  appointed 
ness  secretary  after  his  jwede- 
I  lessor,  X  P.  terHorst,  resigned 
ast  Sept.  8- in  a  protest  ....'cr 
Mr..  „rant  of  an  mi'  ‘Udi‘ 
tional  pardon  to  Mr.  I  .  mn. 
Mr.  terHorst  told  Mend;  '.hat 
his  credibility  had  been  UuJer 
mined  whgn,  acting  on  assuran¬ 
ces  from  others  in  the  White| 
House.„  Jie_  liad_led._reportcrs 
to  believe  that  a  pardon  would 
pot  be  granted.  .  ,  / 

Difficulties^liatiM  r.  JNessjeh 


'..e  Ti-'v 

id  t  ho  i;:  I 
aU  unannorji.cf  J  ■  m 
Ji"ne  18  bel'.TCJn  ti 

ri’d  Jehu  h,  C: 
ni.'r  tieert : 'y  cf  y-a  Tv. 
rnd  a  pi’vu-'ive  c'iail'  .v  ,-•(  t, 

Mr.  Ford  for  the  I97G  :!epuh-i 
lican  Presidential  nominatio  !.j 
Reporters  questioned  wheth 
Mr.  Nessen' could  serve  as  the 
White  House  spokesman  if  he 
were  dnaware  of  such  sensitive 
events. 

Mr.  Nessen  said  today  that 
he,  had  been  reminded  that  an¬ 
other  aide  told  him.  of  the 
meeting  shortly  before  it  took 
place.  He  said  that  it  h.ad 
“slipped  my  mind”  when  th 
subject  was  raised  at  a  briefing 
several  days  later. 

At  one  point  in  his  briefing 
today.  Me.  Nessen  volunteered 
the  view  that  some  reports  on 
Mr.  Ford’s  news  conference 
had  made  a  “serious 
by~interpreting  ther 
Pfesidqnt's^remarJa  to^afean 
that^there  was  a  (^w)policy  of 
keeping  open  the  opflon  of  us-/ 
ing  nucl^  v/caponSlTiisDn 
the  ev^t  of  an  emercenev.  / 

;  Mr.  Ford  twice  declined^-to 
Qf  say, "at  the  news  conferen^ce,  if 
he~  would  approve  the'first  use 
of~ nuclear  weapons.  / 

-  Mr.  Nessen  contend^  today 
that  .some  news  accosts  sug- 
ting  a  new  policSi' 
m  a  “false  praise”  in  a 
uestion  posed  ti>~- Mr7  Ford. 


concluding  that  no  spokesman 
would  -be  any  more  credible 
arrdnhst  ■h€rshould-“just-sti€k 


Thetjutburst;  whielvMr.  Nes- 


,  ..  _ _ .  .acfimohioos  Jpng/e~^1meftTti 

sen  said  later^he  regrettetTTm-  centered  on/4  tfien-pen' 
rlprQp.nred  the  difficult  and.  in  ....  A 


jderscored  the  difficult  and,  in 
'the  view  of  sQme.irreconci!abIe 
problems  of  both  the  White 
i  House  and  the  news  media  in 
^coming  tooernis  with thg  .ake^ 


Texts  Irtf/ifiiii.ccts  SR-1 1 . .34.r'J 

Texas  Inftfuifisnts  SR  16 . 57. Ci, 

Texas  InstruiTients  2550w/merr>.39ir; 

Texas/iristfumants  1500, . 34.5'^ 

Texa^  Instruments  3500  | 

.jOesk  Tqp^. ; . . .......39.5CT 

Texas  Instruments  4000  -  ^ 
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premise  waa  tnat  the  Unit. 


ed  States  has 
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weapons. 
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has  qonsistentlyjiisa- 

first- use  of  nudear 
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Administrations  , 
have  said  that  liiey  opposed  | 
nuclear  /war  in  nrinciole^but  ■ 
retained  the  option  of— usm.q 


nuc 

of 


tiii 


weapons  if  the  security 

United  States  or  of  its 


i  ,  .'ir;;;-, 
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Afi  .i 


European  allies  was  immediate¬ 

ly  threatened  bv  co:^ntionaL' 


tas  encountered  stem  from  dent  for  United  PresyMotei 


similar  uncertainty  that  hi;S  are 
the  last  /words-onJifbite  .House 

matters.  -  _ _ \  ■ ./  __ 

He  saiarin  the  intervW  that 


prepared-  by 
headed  by_/ 

Rockefeller,/ 

Mr^-RocKeffiiier  ana  other! 


a/=  commissuMV 
Vice. --President 


ou  find  it 

jht  fun  fs  an  over 
I  ut  Guide.  Monday 
rtainment  Pages  of 

’  inifB 


ticism  over  official  pronounce¬ 
ments  that  15  a  legacy  of 
Watergate. 

i  Reporters  who  discovered, 

]  through  ^he  Senate  Waterj 
^hearings  and  the  impeachment 
'proceedings.  Tiow^ittle^^^hey 

had  penetrated  the  secrecy  of  me  commission  .  naa  never 
'the  White  House  under  meantue iraiaeferfhe^^sasina-^- 
Ment  Nixon  tiave  tended^©  view|ti©ft-material-in-Tts-f^ort-and+ 
Mr.  Ford’s  assurances  of  open¬ 
ness  with  doubt.  Mr.  Nesseii 
has.  conversely,  expressed  pri- 
-vate-ffustration’  ihaLJus^  word. 


w  «»  ■  p  mrm  w 

jrdlnj^y,— open-doi&t 
at  the  June  6  briefing  about 
Mr-Nesseh^s  statement  ’-that 
the "  cOmiPissiqh  .  had  never 


lyLl  _ 

railitaiytorces.  cS/Q 
But  Helen-niomas,  a  long-i . 

tta£^Whi^T?Q^Lcog:^s::-a-4.^^ 


•  f:. 

*r- 


n  ; 


tionaL_who  ^ed  Mr, .  Ford 
the  question,  cmd  others  took 
Issu^  with  Mr.  Nessen's  inter¬ 
pretation,  wi 


*"  "C , 

i.i: 

don’tMmow  vwhatrwe’re-taJki  ng' 
about”  and  with  his  suggestion 
ing  report  on  C.I.A.  activities  that  the  briefing  be  interrupted 

“  sOr‘‘corr«ctk)hs’'^«ld  be-wriuC'iMiidjait!,.r<Bn.i,^^^ 

teiLby  reporters.  ,  ^ 

in  his  office  after  the  Briefing, 


.  _ _ -  Mr.  Nessm  contended  that  He 

on  the  comraission.haitmivisal  wanted  to  "openjheljriefin^. 
reporters  that  the  report  would  not  close  themi?’  and  thar  the 
jeontatn  -  a  .sectioa-Oit- alleged  press’s  mistrust  blocked  his  in- ' 
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tenticns,™-^-- 
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that  Mr.  Ford  had  not  intet-J 
vened^TfT'haye  VTe~mMterisf] 
excised.  .  ^  ^  ...  •; 

--The  Pre.5idCDt  sliid  at  a  Juiie 
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